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ABSTRACT

Needed to simulate the behaviour of industrial components through finite element analysis, a continuum damage model
formulation for fabric reinforced polymers is provided. Based on the Onera Damage Microstructure Model, it considers the
influence of privileged direction of intralaminar matrix damage on the stiffness. In this work, the stored strains are considered
as representative of the position of the crack lips. Thus, after calculation of the stresses applied to the crack lips, a friction law
has been newly implemented in order to represent the hysteresis loops during cyclic loading. Moreover, the possibility of a
shear locking, very common among the textile simulations for large shearing, is introduced with its effect on the matrix
damage. The present model is applied to simulate various fabric preforms (woven or non-crimp) under cyclic in-plane shear.
Because of similarities of the physical phenomena which occur in each investigated materials, the present model is able to
represent a realistic behaviour for every pre-forms investigated.
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1. Introduction

In these last decades, the use of carbon fabric reinforced ther-
moplastics (CFRP) in the automotive industry increased very
significantly. The high specific stiffness and strength, the great
energy absorption as well as the reduced manufacturing cost of
these materials widely encourage their diffusion.

Previously limited to small runs (premium vehicles, racing), last
advances in highly productive manufacturing process lead to the
use of CFRP for high volume automotive production. Therefore, the
behaviour understanding and modelling of these materials become
essential for their implementation into the design loop, needed for
the deployment on mass-produced vehicles. This article is focused
on the non-linear behaviour introduced by the intralaminar matrix
damage. As a consequence, the reinforcement damage, the strain-
rate dependency as well as the interlaminar matrix damage (so-
called delamination) are not considered in the present study.

Although not considered in this paper, the modelling of these
last phenomena are on-going research topics. The strain-rate
sensitivity can be introduced through phenomenological models

[25,62], spectral models [13,66] or functional formulations
[29,49,68,72,75]. Energetic fibre failure criteria have been proposed
by Hill [30] and Tsai and Wu [71], but by coupling the different
failure mechanisms the prediction is highly enhanced
[2,25,37,51,57,60,74]. The propagation of the reinforcement damage
can be regulated through non-local models [7,33,56,69], limitation
of the damage rate [3,42,43] or by means of a smeared crack
formulation [16,17,24,59] Regarding the delamination, the cohesive
laws for fibre reinforced polymers have been, and still are, widely
studied [4,15,27,34,48,53,58]. Another solution is the formulation of
layered theories and specific finite elements dedicated to the
simulation of laminated materials [6,8—11,23,38,39,47,63,64,67].

However, even if they contribute to the global behaviour of a
CFRP structure, they are limited in case of in-plane quasi-static
loading. The material model in its complete form is made up
modules dedicated for each physical phenomenon. In this paper,
the focus is only given on the modelling of the intralaminar matrix
damage.

The present model is established within the framework of the
Continuum Damage Mechanics (CDM). It was first introduced by
Kachanov [35] and Rabotnov [61] by considering the damage as a
distributed defects through defining thermodynamic state vari-
ables. These variables are categorised as observable (or measurable)
state variables — such as strains, stresses or temperature — or
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internal state variables (not directly measurable) — such as damage.

Thereafter, Lemaitre [46] introduced the concept of equivalence
principle which gave a physical interpretation of damage variables.
This idea is based on the definition of an effective stress tensor. It
may be interpreted as the stress leading to the same amount of
deformation by replacing the damaged material by a hypothetical
virgin one.

Originally set for isotropic materials, such as metals, the use of
CDM for anisotropic and composite materials was introduced by
Chaboche [18] and Ladeveze and LeDantec [43]. The damage vari-
ables are given in null-, second- or fourth-order tensor forms. In
case of privileged damage directions, scalar variables are sufficient
to well-described the crack influences on the material behaviour.
On the other hand, when the damage direction depends on the
loading direction second- or fourth-order tensor forms are used.

Besides, it is important to take into account the unilateral
character of damage. The closure of the crack, given by the stress
state applied to it, leads to the recovery (partial or total) of the
initial stiffness of the material. This unilateral character may be
easily introduced thanks to the use of the Macaulay brackets for the
stress normal to the crack orientation [1,43]. However, it leads to an
incorrect behaviour in case of multi-axial loading [19]. Two ap-
proaches were then proposed by Chaboche:

e The first one consists of closing the diagonal terms of the stiff-
ness tensor [20]. As a result, the initial shear stiffness is not
recovered. Physically this may be seen as crack closure with a
perfect slippage of the lips.

e The second approaches [21] leads to the complete recovery of
the initial stiffness. By comparison to the previous one, it may be
seen as an infinite friction between crack lips. In order to do so,
an additional internal variable, the stored strain, is added to the
model. It may be seen as representative of the position of the
lips at closure. By definition it ensures the continuity at closure,
but leads to discontinuities at re-opening when closure and
opening do not occur at same loading configuration.

After a given loading/unloading then followed by a relaxation,
permanent strains are observed and are imputed to the presence of
damage. It can be explained by a release of residual stresses
inherent to the manufacturing process and because of different
thermal dilatations between the constituents [65,66], but also by
friction effects and microscopic plasticity of the matrix in the vi-
cinity of the cracks [1,43,50]. Schieffer et al. [66] models these
permanent strains by means of residual strains evolving linearly
with damage, whereas Ladeveze and LeDantec [43], Abisset et al.
[1], Maim et al. [50] use a plastic formulation.

Regarding the modelling of the frictional microcracks, various
micromechanical studies have been proposed in last decades. Based
on Kachanov [36], these models proposed by Gambarotta and
Lagomarsino [26], Basista and Gross [12], Krajcinovic and Fanella
[41], Sumarac and Krajcinovic [70] are stress-based formulated and
most of them do not follow a thermodynamic approach which
allow an easy connection with macroscopic models. An interesting
approach is proposed by Andrieux et al. [5] to model two-
dimensional frictional sliding micro-cracks in a strain-space
which follows the thermodynamic approach. Various authors
have extended this framework such as Halm and Dragon [28],
Wrzesniak et al. [73], Zhu et al. [76], Pense et al. [55] through
different homogenisation techniques. However these methods are
extremely complex to be implemented and coupled with pre-
existing material models.

Further works took interest in micromechanical considerations
such as the diffuse matrix damage or the fibre/matrix decohesion. A
crack density, based on the stress and an energy balance, is

introduced to take into account the ply thickness on the kinetics of
damage [44,45]. Huchette et al. [32] integrated this microscopic
crack density in a viscoelastic formulation to provide the latter
additional non-linearity.

Marcin [52] adapted and extended the micromechanics based
CDM model proposed by Chaboche and Maire [21] to the fabric
reinforced materials. While remaining within the mesoscopic scale,
he introduced a coupling between in-plane loading and damage
normal to the thickness direction.

For the present work, the constitutive relation derived from
Marcin's formulation is recalled Section 2. An adaptation of the
stored strains to take into account the friction mechanisms inside
the composite materials is formulated. This formulation allows a
simple and efficient coupling with the Onera Damage Model.
Hence, these friction mechanisms are strongly linked to the dam-
age evolution and the model is able to represent the hysteresis loop
during cyclic loading. The possibility of a shear locking for textile
preforms is then added to the model. This shear locking leads to a
damage mechanism which is added to the previous formulation.
Section 4 concerns the identification of the model parameters.
Finally the model, and particularly the friction mechanisms, is
validated through simulations of quasi-static cyclic in-plane shear
tests.

2. Continuum matrix damage model

This work relies on a closed version of the Onera Damage Model
MicroStructure (ODM_MS) proposed by Marcin [52]. Although the
model has to describe the physical mechanisms, it is intended to be
used in an industrial environment. Hence, the ODM_MS being
based at the mesoscopic scale and formulated in the strain-space
(ideal for an implementation for finite element analysis), it was
well suited for basis of the complete material model.

The matrix damage modelling is based on the assumption that
the preferred damage directions at the mesoscopic scale corre-
spond to the directions of reinforcement. This assumption is
confirmed by basic experimental observations on two different
fabric preforms after an in-plane shear test (Fig. 1).

Moreover, this model is able to depict the effects of the crack
closure on the recovery of the initial stiffness. For this purpose the
internal variable so-called stored strain, representative of the po-
sition of crack lips at closing, is used. However, as depicted by
Chaboche and Maire [21], the re-opening may lead to stress dis-
continuities that may be critical for the stability of finite element
analysis. A further development was to introduce friction effects
but was never followed up.

Yet, these friction mechanisms are fundamental for structural
simulations with complex loading, notably in case of positive/
negative shear switchover. Consequently, an efficient and
Coulomb-based friction formulation is introduced in the present
model and is described in Section 2.8 relative to the stored strains.

Another important improvement is the consideration of the
shear locking which is specific to textile preforms. The effect of the
shear locking on the damage kinetics are also considered and is
given Section 2.9.

2.1. Finite strain framework

Given the strong anisotropic behaviour induced by the rein-
forcement of the fabric composite plies, it is essential that the
formulation may be able to follow the directions of anisotropy for
large displacements and moderate strains. As a result, the base (or
undeformed) and the current (deformed) configurations of the
material cannot be assumed identical. This hypothesis is the basis
of the small displacement and small deformation theory, making it
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(b) Initial view of 3K plain-weave woven fabric (left) and once damaged (right).

Fig. 1. Global overview of cracks following an in-plane shear loading on various fabric reinforced polymers by observation of the external surface.

not applicable. Consequently, it is essential to extend the model in
finite strain to ensure that the objectivity and the directions of
anisotropy are well-assessed.

With few exceptions, Lagrangian (or Material) coordinates are
used to describe the deformations of a solid. This approach facili-
tates the formulation of material constitutive models since the
position and the physical properties of solid particles are described
according to a reference position of these material particles and
time. The choice of the reference configuration to express the strain
and the stress quantities leads to strongly different formulations for
the modg!.

Let dX be a position vector which describes material points in
the undeformed configuration. The matg‘ial points in the deformed
configurations are now described by d X. The change of the mate-
rial points is defined by the function x; = m;(X|, t) which leads to
the definition of the deformation gradient tensor F:

6x,-

— kv 4 .
dx =F-dX with F _a_X]’

(1)

From now, a distinction should be made between the tensors
expressed according to the base configuration or the current
configuration. In the total Lagrangian formulation, the reference is
assumed to be the base configuration at each step of the iterative
scheme used in finite element analysis.

The variation of the scalar product according to the material
vectors in the base configuration is defined with:

dX 0% —dX-6X =2-dX -E-0X 2)

where E = %(ETE —1I) is called Green-Lagrange strain tensor.

Now, the stresses, have to be evaluated according to the base
configuration too. d f is a force which acts on the current bgcly and
is the only one measurable from the experiments. Let d f o be a
virtual force, seen as tﬂe equivalent of d f which may act on the
base conﬁguratiog df o has no physical existence and is the
transposition of d f in the base configuration:

df o =Fdf. 3)

Hence, a stress tensor integrally based on the base configuration
can be defined through the relation:

d?o ==-N-dS, (4)

with = the second Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor (PK2) and X is
symmetric.

The incremental objectivity is ensured by the use of total
Lagrangian tensors. Moreover, by referring all calculations on the
base configuration, the directions of anisotropy are well-assessed
throughout the shearing.

However, a problem potentially arises for large deformation by
using a total Lagrangian formulation link to the scheme of the small
deformation theory:

c=C:esx=C:E (5)

In case of constant components for the stiffness tensor, a soft-
ening behaviour occurs for moderate compressive loading. To
overcome this limitation, extended hyperelastic models based on
invariants of strain tensors are developed [14,22,31,54]. But the
present model is based on a model which is initially formulated by
following the scheme of the small deformation. For obvious reasons
of development time, the main body of the model given by the
literature had to be kept. Accordingly the model validity is checked
for the operating environment by verifying that the strain softening
is not reached in compression. Because of the small deformations
until failure in the fibre directions, this condition is respected.

A couple reasons ensure the possibility to simply extend the law
which were formulated in small strains/small displacements to a
total Lagrangian formulation. Firstly, the fabric reinforced plastics
sustain moderate shear strains before failure. Obviously, the strain
in the fibre directions raises no concern, knowing that the longi-
tudinal strains remain small. Secondly, the problem arises for single
shear strain of plies stacked in the same direction. De facto such
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levels of shear will not, in practice, be reached as a result of
multiaxial loading and of earlier failure.

2.2. Constitutive relation

The model is formulated in strain-space to ensure a good effi-
ciency for FEA by using the Helmotz free energy as thermodynamic
potential:

V= (V90 -y =) (6)
with
ym = (E-E°):C: (E-E)
0_ _ . . . . _
wr—(g E;))-EZ-EO+E°.%°.(E %") -
v :<E—E):£ :E'+E:C: E—E)

with the thermodynamic potentials y™ related to the matrix
damage, y° related to the initial state of the material, ¢ related to
the residual strains induced by microscopic plasticity of the matrix
and y° related to the stored strains representative of the position of
the crack lips. Then the constitutive relation is obtained by deri-
vation of this thermodynamic potential and is given by:

Top=C(E-E) - (B +E ). (8)

= and E are respectively the second Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor
and the Green-Lagrange strain tensor (see Section 2.1). g and go are
both fourth-order tensors which characterise the stiffness of the
material. While go denotes the elastic stiffness tensor of the ma-
terial, C represents the effective (damaged) stiffness tensor,
evolving with the damage. E° represents the strain state where the
cracks close off. It is due to the difference between the coefficients
of thermal expansion of the matrix and of the reinforcement which
creates residual stresses during the manufacturing. The residual
strain E' and the stored strain E° are defined in Sections 2.6—2.8.

Thereafter, the Voigt notations are used to denote the second
Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor and the Green-Lagrange strain tensor.
Both tensors are indeed symmetric and can be reduced to first-
order tensors in order to simplify the establishment of the consti-
tutive relation. Thus the previously mentioned second Piola-
Kirchhoff stress tensor:

I 212 Zi3
== |2 Zpn I3 (9)
¥31 X3 X33

can be reduced to the second Piola-Kirchhoff stress vector:

- T
S =I[s1 S2 S3 Sg S5 Sgl : (10)
=[Z11 Zn ¥33 X3 23 Il

In the same way, the Green-Lagrange strain tensor:

Ei1 Eip Eg3
E= |Ey Exn Ex (11)
E31 E3p Ess

can be reduced to the Green-Lagrange strain vector:

€ =[e; e e3 ey es egl' : (12)
=[Ey1 Exp Ess 2E; 2E;3 2Epp].

—I —S

0 . .
Please note that € , ¢ and € are the respective Voigt nota-
tions of the strain Green-Lagrange tensors E',E°® and E°, and are
determined in the same manner as e (Equation (12)). The shear
—0 .
components of e are considered null and the Green-Lagrange
strain at crack closure is thus defined with Voigt notations by:

—0

T
_ o0 o0 L0
e =|e] e e3 0 0 O (13)
where e? are parameters of the model.
Hence and by using the newly introduced stress and strain
vectors, the constitutive relation can now be defined as follows:

s=Ce-C (e - (14)
with
T-e-¢° (15)

C° the elastic second-order stiffness~tensor and C the effective
second-order stiffness tensor. C° and C are respectively defined in
Sections 2.3 and 2.4.

2.3. Elastic stiffness tensor

As a first step, the purely elastic behaviour of a fabric layer is
described thanks to the elastic stiffness and compliance tensors,
respectively QO and §0 = (QO)’l. In view of the architecture of the
preforms with two orthogonal directions of reinforcement, the
layers have orthotropic behaviours.

As a result in the material coordinate system of each preform
previously defined, the compliance tensor takes the form:

1 V21 V3
E fE Es 0 0 0

vz 1 V32
E 5 E, 0 0 0

AER < B T

S0 _ Eq E; E3 1 . (]6)
0 0 0 6723 0 0
0 0 0 0 L 0
G13
0 0 0 0 0 L
G2

Among the twelve coefficients introduced in these last tensors,
three groups can be distinguished:

e E;, the elastic modulus along the axis i,

e Gjj, the shear modulus of a plane normal to the axis i in the di-
rection j,

o and v, Poisson’s ratios reflecting the deformation in direction j
under imposed displacement in direction i.

Whereas the elastic shear modulus Gj; are considered constant,
the elastic behaviour in the directions of reinforcement is non-
linear. It is imputed to both yarn flattening and intrinsic non-
linear elasticity of carbon fibres, explained by the rotation of
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graphite crystallites toward the fibre direction [40]. The elastic
modulus E; and E, are hence function of the strain by following the
relations

E=E +a-e, ie{1,2)}. (17)
where E? and «; are material parameters.

Symmetry of stiffness and compliance tensors is used to reduce
the number of parameters. The elastic behaviour can be fully
described by nine independent elastic coefficients and three Pois-
son's ratios are arbitrarily taken to be dependent of the others. They
are obtained from the relation:

Vij:uj,»-g with ie{2,3},je{1,2} and i=j. (18)
]

2.4. Effective stiffness tensor

The damage is introduced by adding additional compliance to
the elastic compliance tensor Y, and as first step in the establish-
ment of the model, only the matrix damage is considered. The
effective compliance tensor is thus defined as € = (S)~! with
S =S° + AS™. The additional compliance tensor due to the matrix
damage is given by:

AS™ = “y"dH (19)
i

where H{" is the compliance tensor associated with the damage
variable d". This model uses three damage variables, two corre-
sponding to the damage along the directions of reinforcement
while the last one is used to describe the out-of-plane damage. 7"
represents the crack closure index which varies from 0 (closed
crack) to 1 (opened crack). It is defined by the following relation:

1 if Ae; <@
M= % (l — cos (g & Ze?ei)) if —Ae; <@ <Ae;.
0 if e < —Aei

(20)

Ae; depicts a strain tolerance between a state where all cracks
are closed and a state where all cracks are open. This dispersion
being closely tied to the number of cracks, Ae; is set dependent to
the crack ratio by the relation:

Ae; = (1 +a™-d™)Ae? (21)

where a" and Ae? are parameters of the model.
In order to describe separately the different fracture modes the
compliance tensor H[" is split into both compliance tensors:

H = H{™ + H™. (22)

H'™ depicts the additional compliance due to normal loading to
the crack (mode 1) and HI™ the additional compliance due to
tangent loading to the crack (mode II and III). They are defined by

hy1yS% 0 0 0 0 0
0 0000O0O
Hm _ 0 0 0O0O0O 23
=1 0 0000O0TO0] (23)
0 0000O0O
0 0 00O0TO
S 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 00 0 0
0 000 0 0
tm _
H" = 0 000 0 0 (24)
0 0 0 0 hyy S 0
0 0 00 0 him(1)S86

and HY™ HJ™ HS™ and HY™ are obtained by index permutations.
h}n(i), h}}m) and h}}}(i) are parameters of the model.

2.5. Damage evolution

By following the same approach than the additional compliance
tensor, two driving forces affect the evolution of each damage
variable: the normal y? and the tangential y{™ to the damage
directions and are defined by

1
yim = jeTc?l ey
(25)

1

t 0 0

it = 3 (‘34YC44‘3:1r + b1egcsse§)

where yjm yIm yim and y{™ are obtained by index permutations

and bq,b, and by are material parameters. The thermodynamic
forces so defined are dependent of the effective strain tensor E™,

which corresponds to the positive part of the spectral
decomposition:
E) 0 0
E'=P-[ 0 (E) O |-P" (26)
0 0 (Em

where Ej, Ejand Ey;; are the eigenvalues of Eand P the trans-
formation matrix formed by the eigenvectors. Lastly e;" are the
components of e, namely the Voigt notation of E*.

From these thermodynamic forces the damage criterion is
defined as follows:

=m0 + 570 - dit <0 @7

with f the cumulative distribution function of Weibull:

[ =d
Ve

1—exp

where d’c‘<i , yai), y’c‘(i) and p¥ are material parameters with “x” tak-
ing the vafue “nm” or “tm”.

2.6. Residual strain

Following the appearance of damage, the strains do not recover
potentially their initial state when the stresses are relaxed. Some
phenomena close to the cracks and which occur at a microscopic
scale such as micro-plasticity or debris inside gaps may prevent a
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complete closure.
Following the description given by Marcin [52] for the ODM_MS,
the residual strains are determined by following the relation:

e =5 Zcin?‘d?cﬂ?‘t_)? (29)
i

where {; is a parameter of the model.

However, for further developments dedicated to extend the
formulation of the stored strains (Section 2.8), the evolution of the
residual strains has to be split according to each crack direction and
into two components. The first one corresponds to the evolution
due to opening following a mode I (norrp[%Jnloadmg) of the cracks
normal to the direction i, mentioned as €; , while the second one
corresponds to the opening following a mode I or 1II (tangeqtﬁ%l
loading) of the cracks normal to the direction i, mentioned as €’;
They are determined by the following relations:

e =8 (o e Hm-C) 7 (30)
- It ~
e =S s (¢nPd;'C-H™-€) - 2 31)

and the total evolution of the residual strains are then recovered by:

(32)

r,nm . I‘IlTl)

Ty (@M

2.7. Stored strain

By contrast with the residual strain formulation, the evolution of
the stored strains do not depend on the evolution of the damage
(d ) but on the evolution of the crack closure index (7{"). It is given
by the relation:

Sy zh,f“d,f“gu?-g) 7 (33)
i

The stored strain was initially introduced by Chaboche and
Maire [21] to ensure the recovery of the initial elastic stiffness after
the damage deactivation. Moreover, it avoids as well a discontinuity
of the (5’, @) response for complex loading cases. To illustrate the
effect of the stored strains, an example of complex loading case,
which consists of cyclic simple shear and traction/compression, is
applied to a single shell element (Fig. 2).

By looking at the stress response of the model, it appears that
the implementation of the stored strains ensures the continuity of
the shear stress in case of opening or closure of the cracks (Fig. 3).

2.8. Introduction of friction mechanisms

Physically, the stored strain e° can be regarded as representa-
tive of the position of the crack lips after closure. For this above
formulation, the hypothesis of infinite friction coefficient for closed
crack (no evolution of the stored strain after the crack closure)
makes the model unable to describe a realistic shear behaviour. To
further improve the matrix damage model, an original and mini-
malist way to introduce friction effects at crack lips is presented in
the rest of this section.

First, it is convenient to temporary rewrite the constitutive
equation (14):

U2
2 '3
— U7
U2
t
— U7
1
(a) Shell element used for tests on stored strains.
0.15
0.1
g 0.05
& 0
o
S
& —0.05
2
—0.1
_0.15 \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 1
Time (s)
(b) u1 displacement of nodes 3 & 4
1.5 T T T

Displacement (mm)

|
0 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 1
Time (s)

(c) uz displacement of nodes 3 & 4

Fig. 2. Imposed complex displacements for visualisation of the stored strain effect.

with stored strains
with stored strains

s1 without stored strains +
s¢ without stored strains

—250 | | | | | | | | |
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

Time (s)

Fig. 3. Visualisation of the stored strain effect on the continuity of the stress response.

=S +s (34)
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where

-1
+Zd{"ﬂ{“> e (35)

is the stress applied on the healthy zone of a representative volume
element, and

(36)

is the stress applied on an area which surrounds the closed cracks

normal to the i-direction (Fig. 4). Note that the open cracks are not

considered in this constitutive relation since an open crack is un-
able to carry loads.

Then, to further apply a Coulomb friction law for the cracks, the

. . —nm —tm

normal and the tangential stresses, respectively s; ands’; ,

which act on the closed cracks are isolated. They are then given by:

? (1 — N )dmc Hnm CO 7 CO (—>r nm —>?,nm
—e™) a7

with e0 M = ¢;;-e) where 0 is the Kronecker symbol, and

—>tm

= (1—g™)d"C-H™.C°. ¢ — ¢°. (38)

—)l’ tm —s.tm
(e e,
As aresult, a criterion which states that the cracks are subject to
static friction (<0) or to dynamic friction (>0) is introduced and is
given by:

— t
=5

— il 57 (39)
where y; is a coefficient of friction.

In case of a positive friction criterion, the crack lips start sliding
to recover an equilibrium state. In the present work, the simplest
modelling of the friction effect is considered, and is based on two
hypotheses:

e the dynamic friction coefficient is equal to the static friction
coefficient y;, thus the equilibrium state is recovered when the
friction criterion 5} is null again;

e and the displacement of the lips, to recover the equilibrium
state, is instantaneous.

It leads to the following equation:
5 +AS =0, (40)
with AS} the instantaneous evolution of the friction criterion to
recover an equilibrium state. Since the normal stress applied to a

crack does not evolve during sliding, the instantaneous evolution of
the friction criterion is equal to the norm of the variation of the

'

S 0

“4
2

Fig. 4. Representative Volume Element and corresponding transmitted stresses of the
area 1 (an healthy area), the area 2 (where the crack are closed) and the area 3 (where
the cracks are open).

tangential stress applied to the crack:

a5} = [|AF". (41)
:,tm
Thus it is now possible to determine A's’; , the vector notation

of the variation of the tangential stress applied to the crack, by
following the relation:

—tm —s ?fm
A'S; :—s,»-”_)FmH. (42)
1

Finally, as A??m is only dependent on the tangential displace-
ment of the crack lips and by using equation (38), the evolution of
the tangential stored strains due to the friction mechanisms are
determined by using the following equation:

Ae™ = —s%.AT™ (43)

However from a microscopic aspect the friction coefficient is
dependent on the roughness of the crack lips. And there is defi-
nitely no one unique condition of surface, which leads to introduce
a dispersion on the friction. Instead of considering all closed cracks
together, N families are introduced and the stress applied to the
closed cracks is assumed to be homogeneously distributed on them.
Thus, for a family j of cracks normal to the i- dlrectlon the normal
and the tangential stress, respectively s~ s ™and 5 ,] , are given by:

S = (1-P)drC- o e —

0 (phnm  -psnm
Cc- ( + ij

—0,nm

- (44)
and

T = (1—n™)d"C-H™.0- % — ¢°-

~>l‘ tm
ij

+ ?fj‘““). (45)

Then, the evolution of the tangential stored strains A?isj‘tm is
determined by following the procedure given by equations
(39)—(43). The only difference is the use of a coefficient of friction
uij proper to each group. Finally the total stored strain evolution
due to friction mechanisms is obtained by averaging every move-
ments of crack lips:

_>s tm N —>S tm
e Z (46)
j=1

About the range of the coefficients of friction, a quadratic and
homogeneous distribution on a given interval is carried out. Thus
they are computed by following the relation:

-2 with je[0,N —1]. (47)

However, as for the crack closure index, the distribution of the
friction coefficients is sensitive to the damage. As a result the upper
bound of their range is given by:
= (14 midf) (48)

where m;" and ,u? are parameters of the model.

2.9. Particularities of the textile preforms

In the particular case of plies made up with textile preforms —
where the yarns are interlaced — the shear locking phenomenon
occurs when the adjacent yarns come into contact. It results a
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significant and progressive rise in the in-plane shear stiffness. In
this model, the shear locking is introduced by using the following
relation:

Gz = G, + 81y (es — €5 (49)

where G‘l)z, gl12 and eg are parameters of the model. Note that the
operator (-) is called the Macauley bracket and (x) = x if x>0, and
null in others cases.

Also, it has been proved that the large shearing ability of the
textile plies leads to massive out-of plane damages even for purely
in-plane loading (Fig. 5). Its emergence is due to the opposite di-
rections of rotation of transverse yarns. As a result, the matrix be-
tween both transverse yarns in the crossing area is subjected to
torsion and causes breaking.

Marcin [52] introduced an in-plane/out-of-plane coupling by
using a new thermodynamic force characterising these torsional
modes. Consequently, the out-of plane damage is controlled by the
previously defined normal and tangential forces, and the newly
introducing coupling force:

1
nm __ +0 o+
y3" =5e5C53e5

2
ym =1 (e+c0 e; + bsei C2 e+) : (50)
3 7 \"4~44%4 35 %555
1
Y5 = jegcgseg

The associated damage criterion is then actualised and given by:

F' =™ (8™) + 57 (8™) + 5 (v3) —d5' < 0. (51)

But in addition to Marcin's formulation, the in-plane shear
stiffness is considered sensitive to the out-of-plane damage since
the rotation between both transverse yarns is made easier. Thus,
the additional compliance tensor due to tangential loading is
modified to take into account this influence and is now given by:

(b) 3K plain-weave woven

Fig. 5. Global overview of cracks following an in-plane shear loading on various fabric
reinforced polymers by observation of the cross-section.

000 0 0 0
000 0 0 0
000 0 0 0
H"=[0 0 0 hg1<3)5914 0 0 (52)
000 0 him(3)S% 0
000 O 0 hh3Se

Therefore, the matrix damage model is able to consider a loss of
the elastic stiffness and to take into account an eventual local
plasticity around the cracks, the friction mechanisms and the shear
locking of the textile preforms. Regarding the friction, the co-
efficients are evolving with the damage value.

2.10. Verification of the thermodynamic consistency

As a result of the addition of the friction mechanisms inside the
material model, the consistency with regards to the thermody-
namic laws needs to be checked.

As the analytical audit of the second law of thermodynamics is
very complex, audits based on extreme cases have be done.

The first one consists of a comparison of the stress response
between the newly formulated material model with an infinite
friction coefficient and the Onera Damage Model MicroStructure
(ODM_MS). Because of the hypothesis of infinite friction for the
formulation of the ODM_MS, the stress responses of both models
have to be equivalent. The displacement which is imposed to a shell
element is the same as the one which was presented Fig. 2. The
results in case of infinite friction are compared Fig. 6 and are
entirely similar.

Rather, the second check consists of a comparison of the stress
response between the newly formulated material model with an
infinite friction coefficient and with an absence of friction at crack
lips. The continuity of the shear stress response is preserved. The
only difference concerns the shear stress evolution when the cracks
are closed. The transmitted shear now corresponds to the stress
which is transmitted by an healthy area of the material. As a
consequence, the shear stress is smaller than in the case of infinite
friction (Fig. 7).

The last check concerns the dissipated energy during crack lips
displacements. This dissipated energy is represented graphically by
hysteresis loop. Due to the clockwise orientation of these loops
during friction mechanisms, and due to the symmetric behaviour of
the friction mechanisms for positive or negative shear loading
(which leads to recover the same stress state after an unloading/
loading cycle), the dissipated energy is always positive. The second
law of thermodynamics is thus ensured.

It is essential to note that very complex simulations (bulge tests,

s1 whithout friction + s1 with infinite friction
s¢ whithout friction s¢ with infinite friction
300 \ \ \ \
250
200
150
100

=

50

—50
—100
—150
—200
—250

Stress (MPa)

Time (s)

Fig. 6. Visualisation of the stored strain effect on the continuity of the stress response.
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s1 whithout friction + s1 with null friction
s¢ whithout friction s with null friction

300 T T T T T T T

| | | |
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1
Time (s)

950 ! L L L .

Fig. 7. Visualisation of the stored strain effect on the continuity of the stress response.

bending) have been carried out with the whole material model
(viscoelasticity, fibre failure, delamination) and the second law of
thermodynamics has always been verified.

3. Implementation

The aim of the implementation of a material model in a finite
element software is to provide, at the current time step, the stress
at an integration point according to the strain value given by the
element formulation. It is carried out by the implementation of the
developed constitutive model in an incremental loop.

In an explicit scheme, the computation time is conditioned by
the efficiency of the material model. It is thus essential to limit as
much as possible the internal loops. By using a strain-space
formulation, the explicit scheme (stress obtained from the strain
without iteration) is maintained. Thanks to the strain field provided
by the finite element software in the material coordinate system,
the thermodynamic forces are determined, leading to the damage
evaluation. The crack closure indexes are evaluated and then the
residual and the stored strains are computed by means of an in-
cremental scheme. Note that the total Lagrangian framework helps
to maintain the model efficiency by avoiding the use of complex
algorithm to ensure the objectivity. Once the damage values, the
crack closure indexes, the residual and the stored strains are
determined, it is possible to calculate the stress thanks to the
constitutive relation. The details are given in Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1. Stress update algorithm with the matrix damage
evaluation

Step 1 Calculation of the effective strain ol (Equation (26)).
Step 2 Calculation of the thermodynamic forces y* (Equations
(25) and (50)).

Step 3 Calculation of the damage d" (Equation (28)).

Step 4 Calculation of the crack closure index n{" (Equation (20)).
Step 5 Calculation of the effective stiffness tensor C (Equation
(19)).

Step 6 Calculation of the residual strain e by following the
iterative relation:

— — p -\ 1= =
€riac=€r+8" ZCi’?,mAd?lC'H?l'C)z(eHAt—F ).
i

Step 7 Calculation of the stored strain e”° due to crack closure by
following the iterative relation:

=
e

—S —S ~, ~. ] —
€la=€ -8 ZAn?’d?Q'Hz‘"Q) 5 (Eriar+ €1).
i

Step 8 Calculation of the stored strain evolution due to friction
mechanisms A?f’ ™ (Equations in Section 2.8) and addition to
the previously computed stored strain.

Step 9 Calculation of the stress s* (Equation (14)).

The model is implemented for both solid or shell elements. For
the shell elements, it is possible to use this model under plane
stress assumption. It uses the three-dimensional formulation
described in this work and a stress return algorithm to evaluate the
thickness reduction. Another possibility is to use a two-
dimensional formulation (without consideration of the out-of-
plane strain and stress) but with the possibility to take into ac-
count the transverse shear behaviour of the material.

4. Identification

The parameter identification of the matrix damage model is
done by means of two different experimental tests carried out
independently on the different preforms. These tests are closed to
the standardised monotonic tensile and in-plane shear tests,
respectively the NF EN ISO 527-4 and NF EN ISO 14129 tests, in
order to be easily reproducible in an industrial framework. The
approach consists in eliminating gradually and systematically the
unknown parameters.

These tests are carried out at room temperature on an electro-
magnetic device (Sintech 20D) which ensures 100 kN for the
maximal load capacity and at a speed of 2 mm min~. The speci-
mens are cut using the water-jet technique and their shape and
dimensions, identical for both tests, are shown in Fig. 8. For tech-
nical reasons, aluminium heels with 1 mm thickness are used.

4.1. Longitudinal and transverse tensile tests

As a first step, the parameters describing the longitudinal and
the transverse behaviours are determined through tensile tests in
the fibre directions (Fig. 9). Some materials, like the ones taken as
example, show an elastic brittle behaviour for longitudinal and
transverse loading. In this case, the standardised NF EN ISO 527-4
test is used as such. Otherwise, in case of matrix cracks appearing
before the final fracture of the coupon (due to the fibre failure), the
tensile loading is increased on a cyclical basis. This last method
allows to quantify the damage evolution and its effect on the me-
chanical behaviour.

Due to small strains at failure and none apparent damage, two
gauges have been used to measure:

® exx = e@ ) the elongation in the centre of the coupon according
to the Xﬂdirection,

) the elongation in the centre of the coupon according

direction.

~

L] Syy = €&
to the

<l

50 mm

25 mmI |

? g_xl mm

250 mm

Fig. 8. Tensile and in-plane shear specimen geometry.
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(b) Transverse tensile test.

-
1,

Fig. 9. Material coordinate system ( ?) according to the specimen coordinate sys-

pligaain .
tem (X, Y) for tensile tests.

The force applied to the coupon F = F-X is measured with a
100 kN load cell and then the engineering stress is obtained by:

F
Oxx :570 (53)

where S0 is the initial cross-section of the coupon.

The parameters E,aq,E9 and ap are then obtained through
linear regressions of the curves ‘j—m = f(exx) from the longitudinal
and transverse tensile tests, whereas V?z is obtained through the
curve —%ﬁ = f(exx) from the longitudinal tensile test.

4.2. In-plane shear tests

Once the properties in the longitudinal and transverse di-
rections are determined, the in-plane shear properties are obtained
from a close version of the standardised NF EN ISO 14129 in-plane
shear test. It consists of a tensile test according to an angle of 45°
against the fibre directions (Fig. 10).

In this configuration, the matrix damage is important and leads
to substantial non-linearity in the mechanical behaviour. Therefore,
to quantify the level of damage and its effects on the behaviour, the
tensile loading is increased on a cyclical basis.

Due to the large shear strain ability of the fabric preforms, ex-
tensometers are preferred to measure:

e ALy, the relative displacement of both clips, initially set L9,
apart, of the longitudinal extensometer,

e ALy, the relative displacement of both clips, initially set Lgy
apart, of the transverse extensometer.

The in-plane shear angle is then given by:

AL AL
Y12 = Loxx *LTyy- (54)
XX Vy

The force applied to the coupon F = F-X is measured with a
40 kN load cell and then the engineering in-plane shear stress is
obtained by:

5 Vo
45°
\Jéﬂz

7) according to the specimen coordinate

P

N
1,

Fig. 10. Ma§rial coordinate system (
system (X, Y) for in-plane shear tests.

F

012 :m (55)

where SO is the initial cross-section of the coupon.

The initial slope of the curve g1, = f(v;,) defines the initial in-
plane shear stiffness G¥,. Then the identification of the parameters
associated to the in-plane matrix damage is much more difficult
due to the various coefficients which define the cumulative dis-
tribution functions of Weibull (Equation (28)), but also due to the
interdependence between the damage and the friction mecha-
nisms. Consequently, these parameters are obtained through an
optimisation study to minimise the Mean Square Error (MSE) be-
tween the experimental and the numerical responses F = f(ALxx).

In the particular case of FRP made up with textile preforms two
optimisation studies are needed due to the important out-of plane
damage after the shear locking. The shear locking angle and the
resulting Green-Lagrange shear strain at shear locking can be
determined through the direct observation of the force-
displacement curve. At shear locking, the material becomes
significantly more rigid and a slight re-hardening appears. Once the
shear angle determined, the same optimisation procedure as
explained above is used on the responses before the shear locking
in order to describe the in-plane damage evolution (d" and d3).
Then an additional optimisation study is done on the out-of-plane
damage evolution (df') and the parameter g‘l2 describing the non-
linearity of the in-plane shear stiffness due to shear locking.

The out-of-plane damage induced by matrix torsion between
both transverse yarns is considered to occur after the shear locking.
It can be understood by the study of the unit-cell deformation of a
textile preform. By means of Digital Image Correlation carried out
during in-plane shear tests, the rotation of the yarns have been
observed (Fig. 11). The yarns start to rotate in the inter-yarn area. As
soon as adjacent yarns come into contact (shear locking), the yarns
start to rotate between them. This second mechanism leads to the
torsion of the matrix between both transverse yarns, and conse-
quently to the out-of-plane damage.

By proceeding in this manner, step by step on simple experi-
mental tests, the global singularity of the solution is preserved and
the parameters maintain a physical relevance. Moreover in case of
balanced fabrics, the number of parameters is considerably
lowered.

The results of the parameter identification are shown in Table 1.

5. Validation of the identification procedure

The present matrix damage model is implemented in FORTRAN
90 in a user material subroutine for the explicit finite element code
LS-DYNA®, the whole model being dedicated to impact analysis and
it requires an explicit finite element solver. In this validation pro-
cedure, shell elements are used with the two-dimensional formu-
lation of the material model. Only a 20 mm long area in the middle
of the experimental coupons is modelled. In this area the macro-
scopic homogeneity of the strain field has been verified by means of
digital image correlation, which leads to a mesh convergence with
only one shell element. Note that symmetric boundary conditions
were used on the single shell element model. As a compromise
between accuracy and efficiency, ten families of friction criterion
have been used in this study.

This section presents the results of the identification procedure
which have been presented Section 4 on three various fabric pre-
forms, namely a bi-axial non-crimp fabric (see Fig. 1a), a 3K plain-
weave woven (see Fig. 1b) and a 12K plain-weave woven. The
optimisation procedures were carried out thanks to the commercial
software LS-OPT® to minimise the Mean Square Error between the
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(a) Plain-weave woven unit-cell with Zones Of Interest.
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Fig. 11. Local rotations of the preforms obtained through Digital Image Correlation observation during in-plane shear tests.

numerical and the experimental responses. The sampling on the
parameter range is done by using a D-Optimal method and the
optimisation algorithm which has been used is the Adaptive
Simulated Annealing.

As a first step of the validation, a longitudinal tensile test of both
preforms is simulated and the results are compared with the
experimental tests. Because of limited non-linearity for loading in
the fibre directions, the mechanical behaviour is well described.

The in-plane shear behaviour, observed thanks to tensile tests
with an angle of 45° according to the longitudinal fibre direction, is
quite a bit more challenging to model. Although various fabric plies
were tested, the matrix damage model is able to well describe their
large non-linear behaviour as shown Figs. 12—14.

With few additional parameters compared to the previous for-
mulations of the Onera Damage Model, because of the dependence
between the friction mechanisms and the matrix crack density, the
dissipated energy due to the hysteresis cycles can be assessed.
Moreover, in case of positive/negative cyclic shearing this formu-
lation avoids the previous limitations due to the hypothesis of
infinite friction or null friction for the lips of the matrix cracks.

Finally, the use of the finite strain framework as well as the
modelling of the shear locking phenomenon let to maintain the
objectivity and the consideration of the real material orientation.

6. Concluding remarks on the matrix damage

The matrix damage model for fabric reinforced polymers is a
close version of the Onera Damage MicroStructure model. A new
evolution law for the stored strains has been presented. The friction
mechanisms induced by the matrix cracks are now taken into ac-
count in a simple manner. It allows a good description of the shear
behaviour, including the approximation of the dissipated energy
due to the subsequent hysteresis loops.

Because of the large rotation of the yarns for shear loading, the
model is extended in finite strain. The total Lagrangian formulation
is used in order to well track the fibre orientation and ensure the
objectivity. The shear locking is also introduced for the textile
composites.

The procedure for the parameter identification is also provided.
It consists of eliminating gradually and systematically the unknown
parameters. It is done either by direct measurement on the
experimental results, or by optimisation of restrained sets of pa-
rameters in order to keep the singularity and the physical meaning
of the results.

From the numerical point of view, the model is implemented in
the commercial finite element software LS-DYNA®, It is validated
through standardised tensile and in-plane shear experimental
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Table 1
Parameters for the intralaminar matrix damage model for the various fabric
preforms.

Parameters Units NCF 3K woven 12K woven
E9 = ES MPa 55,562 46,589 49,212
a =y MPa 277,722 147,722 286,678
V1 / 0.13 0.10 0.05
G9, MPa 3000 4910 3236
g MPa 0 2100 0
el / 0 0.17 0
by =b, / 0 0 0
dii) = d‘g(“;) / 0 0 0
VBT =83 / 0 0 0
Y =Yl / 0 0 0
py™ = p5™ / 0 0 0
d;'(‘}) = dgf(’}) / 0.6324 0.6745 0.6992
ygFl) :yg'(“z) / 0.0041 0.0041 0.0041
y?(q) = ygg) / 2.124 1.729 0.04371
pim = pim / 0.2248 0.097 0.281
dum / ! 0 /
yeB) / / 0 /
v / / 0 /
pim / / 0 /
h;n(l) = hina) / 0 0 0
hgm) = hgx(Z) / 1 1 1.0467
h]r}'}(l) = h]r}11(2> / 0 0 0
dcl’@ / / 0.3253 /
yg(3) / / 17.9 /
¥ / / 20 I
i / / 1.751 /
[T / / 1 I
L4=4 / 0 0 0.011
< I / 0 /
m? = m§ / 0.00838 0.0498 0.00558
mpt = my / 12.48 4 7.914
mg / / 03 /
my / / 179.5 /
e = ¢ / 0.01 0.01 0.01
ap = ay / 0 0 0
9 / 0.01 0.01 0.01
12000 ‘
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Fig. 12. Reaction force comparisons between the numerical model and the experi-
mental data for in-plane shear tests of the bi-axial non-crimp fabric.
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Fig. 13. Reaction force comparisons between the numerical model and the experi-
mental data for in-plane shear tests of the 3K plain weave woven fabric.
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Fig. 14. Reaction force comparisons between the numerical model and the experi-
mental data for in-plane shear tests of the 12K plain weave woven fabric.

tests. The simulation results show the good efficiency of the pro-
posed model for fully different fabric preforms, such as non-crimp
or woven.

However, in order to fully simulate the behaviour of layered
fabric composites, additional physical phenomena have to be taken
into account. Such is the case, for instance, viscoelasticity, fibre
failure or intralaminar damage. The newly introduced friction
mechanisms are also as simple as possible (based on Coulomb
criterion) and could be further improved.
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