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SINOPE ROMA SU KEMERLERI / THE ROMAN AQUEDUCT OF SINOPE
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Sinop Roma Dénemine ait su kemeri ve sarmg kalintilart haritasi
Map of the remains of the Roman aqueduct and cisterns (in blue

Su Kemerlerine ait Kanal
Water conduit of the aqueduct

Su Kemerleri Karsisindaki Sarmig
Cistern against the aqueduct
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C. Barat

M.5. 112-113 yillaninda, Pontus et Bithynia yerlesim
bélgesi yoneticisi Geng Plinius ile Roma imparatoru Trajan
arasindaki iki mektupta (X, 90-91) Sinope'de bir su kemer:
ingas1 projesinden bahsedilmektedir. Sinope'de yasayan-
lar susuzluk cekmekteydiler ve bir su kemeri yapimi icin
izin istediler. Imparator Trajan insaatin yapilmas icim
yeterliparalariolan Sinope halkina buizniverdi.

Roma su kemerinin kaynagi Sinope'ye 16 Roma mili (24
kilometre) uzaklikta, selaleleriyle {inlii Erfelek bélgesin-
deydi.

Sinope surlarinin disinda kalan bélgede, 20. yiizyilin
baslarina kadar Roma su kemerinin halen goriilebilir
oldugunu gezginlerin tuttuklar kayitlardan ve eski foto-
graflardan gorebiliyoruz.

Gunilimiizde de temeller ve kemerler halen Tarihi Sinop
Cezaevinde gorilebilmektedir. Roma su kemeri M.S. 2.
ylizyilda insa edilmis ve Romali mihendisler su kemer:
insasinda Helenistik Donem sur hattini ve taslarini kullan-
mislardir.

Surlarin disinda kalan bélgede Roma sarniclar halz
gozle gorilebilir durumdadir ve bunlar ilk caglarda akro-
pol, pazaryeri, ticaret limam ve sehir merkezi gibi her
seviyedeki Sinope yerlesim bolgesinin ihtiyacim karsila-

mak amaciyla kullanilmistir,

Su Kemeri ve Ayaklar, Sinop Tarihi Cezaevi
Pillars and arches of the aqueduct, Sinop Historical Prison



The project of construction of an aqueduct in Sinope is
mentioned in 112-113 AD in two Letters (X, 90-91) between
Plinius the Younger, governor of the Province of Bithynia et
Pontus, and Roman Emperor Trajan. The people of Sinope
were suffering from the lack of water and asked the Emperor
permission to build an aqueduct. Emperor Trajan gave
permission to the citizens of Sinope as they were rich enough
to pay for the construction.

The source of the Roman aqueduct was situated 16 Roman
miles (24 kilometers) away of Sinope, in the region of
Erfelek, well-known by its waterfalls.

Qutside the fortifications of Sinope, the arches of the
Roman aqueduct were visible in the city until the beginning
of the 20™ century, as specified by travellers and indicated by
old photographs.

At present, pillars and arches are still visible in the walls
of the Historical Prison of Sinop. The Roman aqueduct of
Sinope was constructed in the 2™ century AD. Roman
engineers used the layout and the stones of the Hellenistic
fortification to construct the aqueduct.

Outside the fortifications, Roman cisterns are visible,
their role in Antiquity being the one of supplying water to
every level of the city of Sinope: the acropolis, the agora, the
commercial harbor, and the core of the city.

Su Kemeri, Sinop Tarihi Cezaevi
Arch of the aqueduct, Sinop Historical Prison

Su Kemeri Ayag, Sinop Tarihi Cezaevi
Pillar of the aqueduct, Sinop Historical Prison

3D Roma Su Kemerleri ve Simdiki Goriintimil
3D recreation of the Roman aqueduct and modern view

221




